
 

The Paediatric Global Musculoskeletal Task Force 

The Paediatr ic  Task Force fo r Global  Musculoskeletal  Heal th was  set  up  in  2017 as  part  of  the  
Global  Al l iance fo r Musculoskeletal  Heal th and joined fo rces wi th the Pediat r ic Rheumatology  
European Society (PReS) Global  Task Force in 2018. We are partners wi th the Paediat r ic 
Musculoskeletal  Matte rs (PMM) Port fol io learning e -platform and also closely al igned to many  
professional  societ ies across the world.  We are a v i rtual  global  community and open to al l ;  
c l inic ians at al l  grades (doctors, nurses,  al l ied  heal th profession als) and across  many  MSK related 
discipl ines  across the breadth of rheumatology, orthopaedics including adul t  and paedia tr ic 
special i t ies),  general  paediat r ics and sub -special t ies , fami ly medicine),  pat ien t /parent /chari ty 
advocacy and awareness rais ing groups , professional  societ ies, heal thcare planners and pol icy 
makers, research consort ia  and industry (e-technology, pharma). The Task Force acknowledges  
the importance of MSK heal th and wel lbeing  for al l  chi ld ren and young people wi th benef i ts 
extending into adul thood.  

Mission statement 

Al l  chi ldren and young people  have the r ight to achieve their opt imal  MSK heal th in a  safe  and 
respectful  environment.   Our Aims:  

•  To promote heal thy jo in ts  and bones  

o  Through l i fes ty le  choices and heal thy behaviours  (e .g.  d ie t ,  exerc ise)  wi th in  a  safe 

env i ronment  (e .g.  road safety)   

o  To reduce the r isk  o f  in jury  and prevent  obes i ty   

o  To reduce long term r isk  of  osteoar thr i t is  and osteoporosis  

•  To ra ise awareness  

o  That  many MSK condi t ions are t reatab le  and that  d isabi l i ty  can be prevented or  mi t igated 

wi th  access to  r ight  care  

o  About  the many  chi ldren and young people around the wor ld  wi th  MSK problems wi th  poor  

or  no access to  r ight  care.  

o  About  the cons iderable impact  o f  unt reated MSK condi t ions s tar t ing in  ear ly  l i fe  -  impact  

on ch i ldren and young people,  the i r  fami l ies ,  carers  and soc ie ty .   

•  To ident i fy  and promote tangib le  exemplar  so lu t ions  to  improve access to  r ight  care  

o  Pat ient  and publ ic  led advocacy and engagement  

o  Models  o f  care to  promote ear ly  d iagnosis  and pathways to  r ight  care  

o  Educat ion,  t ra in ing and workforce capaci ty  bu i ld ing  

o  Research that  is  inc lus ive and re levant  to  low resource set t ings  

We have published our ‘Call to Action’ based on our themes of work; Advocacy and Awareness raising; Education 

and Training: Workforce capacity building; Models of care; Research. The Task Force ethos is sharing knowledge 

and exemplars that have transferable value to benefit as many children and young people around the world.  

 

 

“If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together”- African proverb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our Structure and Membership  

The Paediatr ic Task Force works in partnership  wi th organisat ions to address global  chal lenges 
in paediat r ic MSK heal th.  We have co-chairs,  represent ing paediat r ic rheumatology, paedia tr i c 
orthopaedics, MSK heal th and wel lbeing. Our Steering Group compris ing indiv iduals f rom around 
the world wi th mul t i -professional ,  mul t i -discipl i nary representat ion as wel l  as  parent advocates . 
We meet monthly by zoom  with notes taken. The Steering group members are l is ted in the 
Table. Al l  roles are  voluntary and non -remunerated.  Communicat ion to the wider Task Force i s 
through social  media  (twi t ter,  LinkedIn facebook, e-Newslette r  avai lable on the Task Force 
websi te (www.pmskglobal .com).  

 
Name and country  Roles and Affiliations  

  

Prof Angela Migowa, Kenya   Paediatric rheumatology  
President PAFLAR 

Prof Carl Tiderius, Sweden Paediatric orthopaedics 
Co-Chair Paediatric Global MSK Task Force 

Prof Chris Scott, South Africa  Paediatric rheumatology  
Chair Paediatric Global MSK Task Force  

Prof Claudia Saad Magaales, Brasil Paediatric rheumatology  
Co-Chair Paediatric Global MSK Task Force 
PANLAR, PRINTO  

Ms Catherine McCormack – South Africa Arthritis Kids SA Chair parent advocate 

Dr Cylie Williams, Australia Paediatric podiatry 

Prof Djohra Hadef, Algeria  Paediatric rheumatology  
Vice President PAFLAR 

Prof Fernando Garcia Rodriguez, Mexico Paediatric rheumatology 
PANLAR  

Prof Filipa Ramos, Portugal Paediatric rheumatology 
Chair Portugal Paediatric Rheumatology Society 

Prof Helen Foster  - UK  
 

Founder and Emerita Co-Chair Paediatric Global MSK Task Force  
PReS PMM Clinical Director   

Dr Laura Lewandowski, US Paediatric rheumatology  
ACR global health  

Dr Matt Dobbs, US  Paediatric Orthopaedics  
Co-Chair Paediatric Global MSK Task Force 
President US Bone and Joint Initiative  
Co-Founder MiracleFeet 

Prof Soamarat Vilaiyuk, Thailand Paediatric rheumatology  
President Paediatric rheumatology Society Thailand  

Prof Sulaiman Al Mayouf  
Saudi Arabia 

Paediatric rheumatology  
ArLAR   

Prof Sumaira Farman Pakistan,  APLAR Convenor  
adult rheumatology with interest in Paediatric rheumatology 

Dr Rebecca James, Australia Paediatric rheumatology 
APRG 

Ms Victoria Allen, Australia Chair Juvenile Arthritis Foundation Australia 
Parent advocate 

Dr Erdal Sag, Turkey PReS EMERGE Chair 

Prof Patricia Moreno, Brasil  Paediatric Orthopaedic 
MiiracleFeet 

Prof Wafa Hamdi, Tunisia Adult rheumatologist with interest in Paediatric rheumatology 

ACR – American College Rheumatology, APLAR – AsiaPacificLeagueAgainstRheumatism, APRG 
(AustraliaNZPaedRheumgroup), ArLAR- ArabLeagueAgainstRheumatism, PAFLAR – 
PaediatricAfricaLeagueAgainstRheumatism, PANLAR – PanAmericaLeagueAgainstRheumatism, PMM – 
PaediatricMusculoskeletalMatters, PReS (Paed Rheum European Society), PRINTO – Paediatric Rheumatology International 
Trials Organisation, PReS EMERGE (Emerging Rheumatologists) 
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